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H i All,

It s e e m s  s uch  a long tim e  
s ince  lying by th e  s h ore , 
dre nch e d in s un s ipping a 
large  cock tail. (O r in m y cas e  
ch arging around Ire land on a 
70’s  s h opping bik e  s lurping 
dow n th e  fog at daw n... not 
h um m ing any Cliff Rich ard 
s ong and not th ink ing of 
Route m as te rs ... w e ll not all th e  
tim e  anyw ay – and, com ing to 
th ink  of it w as  it not actually 
an AEC Re ge nt III RT?)

You probably re alis e d th e  
digital m age s  didn’t actually 
tak e  th e ir h olidays  until th e y 
re ally h ad to – w h ich  e nde d 
up be ing m os t of Se pte m be r 
s o th is  m onth ’s  ne w s le tte r 
m ay s e e m  a little  le s s  de taile d 
th an us ual – re ad on and find 
out.

Yo u w ee sew  and 
sew

I’m  s ure  you’ve  re ce ntly 
re ce ive d an e m ail from  Alice  
Pe ars on re garding progre s s  
w ith  th e  touring e xh ibition 
including s om e  training 
opportunitie s  th at h ave  
e volve d around it. (Th ank s  
M ary and Victoria). Kye  and I 
h ave  docum e nte d th e  firs t 
re s toration tutorial w ith  a vie w  

to tuning th is  m ate rial into a 
s h ort vide o to add to th e  
e xh ibition’s  on- line  pre s e nce . 
W e ’re  h appy to w ork  on 
s im ilar m ate rial w ith  anyone  
e ls e  inte re s te d too. W e  us e d 
th e  proje ct’s  H D vide o cam e ra 
to s h oot th e  m ate rial and th e  
proje cts  A/V e diting PC to e dit 
th e  footage . W e ’ve  als o 
ph otograph e d th e  w ork s h ops  
w ith  th e  proje ct’s  gorge ous  
and s im ple  to us e  digital SLR. 
All th e  e q uipm e nt is  available  
for any of th e  proje ct partne rs  
to borrow  w h e ne ve r th e y lik e  
– training is , of cours e , als o 
available  to w h ate ve r le ve l 
you’d lik e .

Sew  much  to  do  
sew  little time

Th e  involve m e nt of th e  Digital 
M age s  in th e  touring 
e xh ibition – now  to be  k now n 
as  “Sim ply Sam ple rs ” is  re ally 
to h e lp provide  any digital 
e le m e nt th e  partne rs  m ay 
w is h  to h ave  include d as  part 
of th e  e xh ibition and to 
provide  any training 
ne ce s s ary including 
docum e ntation of th e  
e xh ibition and a link e d 
w e bs ite  curre ntly be ing 
populate d at 
h ttp://s im plys am ple rs .org.uk  
and s ince  w e  w e re  fe e ling 
flus h  at 
h ttp://s im plys am ple rs .org too. 
W e ’ve  be e n th ink ing, alth ough  
s o far no tak e rs , of th e  e as e  
of re cording, e diting and 
e le ctronically publis h ing or 
us ing audio file s  w ith in th e  
e xh ibition. Anybody (pe rh aps  
e ducation office rs ) fancy 
s om e  on th e  job training w h ils t 
ge tting out th e re  and 
colle cting th os e  
re m inis ce nce s ? Th is  is  a 
s im ple  s k ill you could e as ily 
ge t young pe ople  involve d 
w ith  s h ould you w is h  – w e ’ll 
h e lp you th rough  th e  w h ole  
proce s s , providing m os t of th e  
e q uipm e nt to capture  th e  
inte rvie w s  as  w e ll as  all th e  

Sm all s im ian cre ature  obs e rve s  as s 2 
from  prim e  vie w point.

As  us ual anim al im age s  from  NO AA

http://simplysamplers.org.uk
http://simplysamplers.org
http://www.noaa.gov/


could be  m ade  to look  
m arve llous  and w ork  
fabulous ly. As  you’ve  probably 
gue s s e d, e ve n th ough  I’ve  
acq uire d anoth e r M oulton, 
and th e  re m ains  of both  a 
Trium ph  Tw e nty and a Daw e s  
K ingpin s ince  th e  las t 
ne w s le tte r I’m  s till in th e  
m ark e t for s m all w h e e le d 
bicycle s  (condition com ple te ly 
irre le vant).

Th is mo nth ’s 
so ftw are ch o ice

Cut, cut, cut, s las h , h ack , 
th rus t – ok ay m aybe  not th e  
las t th re e  but you’ll find audio 
cutting an abs olute  bre e z e  
us ing Audacity – jus t as k  
Donald at Trim ontium . I’ve  
be e n us ing Audacity for a fe w  
ye ars  and am  ve ry fond of it. 
As  w ith  all th e  s oftw are  w e ’ve  
h igh ligh te d s o far it’s  fre e  to 
 us e  in any w ay you w ant and 
available  for M acs , Linux and 
W indow s  m ach ine s . In 
addition it can output to all 
your favourite  audio form ats  
including th e  com pre s s e d 
favourite s  O gg and m p3. You’ll 
als o find you can dow nload a 
pile  of s ple ndid audio filte rs . 
Including e ve ryth ing 
ne ce s s ary to give  your 
s inging voice  th at re ve rb 
boos t us e d by e ve ryone  in th e  
indus try. 
h ttp://audacity.s ource forge .ne t.

Making w h at’s 
quite co mplicated 
but lo o ks simple 
so und simple to o . 

Ch apte r O ne : H ow  th e  inte rne t 
w ork s

H ow  can inform ation from  
acros s  th e  globe  re ach  our 

e q uipm e nt to e dit and 
e ve ntually output th e  finis h e d 
pie ce s . Th e s e  could be  m ade  
available  alongs ide  th e  
e xh ibition and/or on th e  
w e bs ite . It re ally is  a doddle  to 
do. It’s  only a s m all s te p to full 
m otion vide o capture  – again 
w e ’re  h appy to play.

Play w ith  us

W e ’ve  be e n continuing to us e  
our ne w  e q uipm e nt – w h ich  is , 
of cours e , available  to any of 
you – w ith  a num be r of our 
partne rs . Th e  top of m any 
pe ople ’s  w is h  lis t is  s till th e  
digital SLR – a Canon EO S 
350D to be  e xact. “Fabby 
dabby cam e ra”, Alice  Pe ars on. 
As  w ith  all th e  oth e r 
e q uipm e nt at your dis pos al 
it’s  an e xam ple  of good value  
for m one y for an e xce lle nt 
s pe cification. My pe rs onal 
favourite  w as  a difficult 
ch oice  – our h igh - de finition 
vide o cam e ra’s  a pe ach  but 
s ince  I’m  not re ally into fuz zy 
fruit I’ve  gone  for th e  outboard 
analogue  vide o capturing box. 
Th is  allow s  th e  e as y trans fe r 
of any com pos ite  or SVH S 
vide o s ource  dire ctly into 
vide o e diting s oftw are . It 
w ork s  be autifully and e ve n 
k e e ps  th e  audio in s ync (I’ve  
trie d it on footage  ove r an 
h our long.)

Th is mo nth ’s 
o fficial favo urite 
site

flick r -  h ttp://flick r.com . H ave  
a look , you’ll find a large  
num be r of im age s  be longing 
to Eas t Loth ian alre ady th e re  
and e ve n m os t of th e  im age s  
for our Touring Exh ibition s ite . 
Le t th e  public vie w  your 

colle ction, adding th e ir ow n 
m e tadata.

My perso nal 
favo urites th is 
mo nth

Th e y actually look  pre tty poor 
– w e ll, th e  h ots tuff s ite  look s  
h ide ous  -  and not e xactly 
ove rly acce s s ible  e ith e r but 
as  I’m  s ure  you’ve  h e ard m e  
m um bling about – conte nt is  
k ing... 
h ttp://us h ots tuff.com ...w e ll, 
jus t. M ore  love ly conte nt and 
h orrible  table s  at 
h ttp://s h e ldonbrow n.org/rale igh
- tw e nty.h tm l. W ith  only a little  
bit of w ork  both  th e s e  s ite s  

H e adph one s  -  s o m uch  m ore  de s criptive  
th an Vide oLan’s  traffic cone .

My firs t Daw e s  K ingpin...

Not as  good as  th e  Trium ph  Tw e nty and 
no bas k e t (ye t) but at le as t it folds  in th e  

m iddle . (Som e tim e s  inte ntionally!)

Th y’v obvious ly typd th ir nam  us ing m y 
dodgy laptop k yboard.

It rq uirs  a good th um ping!

http://flickr.com/
http://ushotstuff.com
http://sheldonbrown.org/raleigh-twenty.html
http://sheldonbrown.org/raleigh-twenty.html
http://audacity.sourceforge.net
http://flickr.com/photos/eastlothian


IP addre s s e s .

O nce  th e  IP addre s s  is  
obtaine d th e  w e b brow s e r can 
com m unicate  dire ctly to th e  
w e b h os t and re trie ve  th e  
pack e ts  of inform ation. Th e  
w e b h os t is  an online  s e rve r 
th at h olds  all of a w e bs ite ’s  
inform ation. Any im age s , 
docum e nts , h tm l page s  and s o 
on can th e n be  s e nt back  to 
your PC and your w e b 
brow s e r as  m ore  little  pack e ts  
of inform ation th at are  re -
as s e m ble d on your s cre e n.

If th is  all s ounds  a bit w ooly 
ple as e  h ave  a look  at th e  
digram  above ...

As  e ve r, if you th ink  w e ’ve  
gotte n it all w rong th e n ple as e  
le t us  k now .

W h y Do nkey?

It’s  s im ple  -  jus t lis te n to Th e  
Cram ps ’ be autiful re ndition of 
M ule s k inne r Blue s  as  you 
be gin to look  for im age s . 
W onde rfully ins piring!

little  s cre e ns ?

Your com pute r ‘dials - up’ to 
th e  inte rne t th rough  an ISP 
(Inte rne t Se rvice  Provide r) and 
us e s  a proce s s  calle d TCP/IP 
(Trans m is s ion Control 
Protocol/Inte rne t Protocol) to 
com m unicate  inform ation 
calle d pack e ts  (ye p, little  
pack e ts  of inform ation) to 
oth e r com pute rs  on th e  
ne tw ork . W h e n you type  in a 
URL (Uniform  Re s ource  
Locator) lik e  
w w w .digitalm age s .org in to 
your w e b brow s e r, th e  
com pute r w ill ne e d to k now  
w h e re  e xactly th e  inform ation 
is  ph ys ically locate d in orde r 
to re trie ve  it for you ie  th e  
addre s s , s ort of lik e  a h ous e  
num be r and pos tcode , of th e  
s e rve r on w h ich  th e  
inform ation is  s tore d.

W h at’s  re q uire d is  an Inte rne t 
Protocol (IP) Addre s s . An IP 
addre s s  is  a uniq ue  num be r 
th at e ve ry s ys te m  on a 
ne tw ork , lik e  th e  inte rne t, h as  
to ide ntify its e lf. Unfortunate ly 

If w e ’ve  confus e d you too m uch  or you w ould jus t lik e  to s h out at us  
anyw ay our contact de tails  are  only a click  aw ay: 

h ttp://w w w .digitalm age s .org.

an IP addre s s  is  rath e r long 
and com plicate d e .g. 
62.149 .36.9  s o w e  us e  a URL – 
s ort of lik e  a nick nam e  th at is  
‘h um an- frie ndly’.

To re s olve  a URL into an IP 
addre s s  th e  com pute r s e nds  a 
re q ue s t to a s ys te m  calle d a 
DNS (Dom ain Nam e  Se rve r). 
Th e  DNS is  a de dicate d 
program  w ith  th e  s ole  purpos e  
of going th rough  a m as s ive  lis t 
and conve rting th e  URL’s  into 

W e ’re  off... burning rubbe r for your am us e m e nt.

W h e re  did w e  le ave  th at s now plough ?

©  m ock s tar
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