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H i All,

You w ould alm os t th ink  Saint 
Sw ith in’s  Day h ad be e n 
pos tpone d till late  O ctobe r. 
Anyw ay, w e ’re  s ure  th e  odd 
ark  h as  be e n cobble d 
toge th e r by a w orrie d fe w . 
Be s ide s , th e  love ly w e ath e r 
gave  us  an e xcus e  to w atch  
Le s  Parapluie s  de  Ch e rbourg 
again  (h um s  vague ly 
unfam iliar tune ...). Judging by 
th e  las t fe w  days  th ough  w e  
do h ope  th os e  ark s  are  built 
s olidly e nough  to bre ak  
th rough  rapidly form ing ice  
s h e lve s .

Spell Casting

M ore  and m ore  of you are  
falling unde r our s pe ll – w e ’ve  
continue d initial training in 
Fife  and W e s t Loth ian and 
h ave  actually be gun m ore  in-
de pth  w ork  w ith  a fe w  of our 
partne rs . Th e  fe e dback  form s  
w e ’ve  re ce ive d s o far (ve ry 
s ubtle  re m inde r) h ave  be e n 
cons is te ntly ve ry pos itive . 
Th e y h ave  als o be e n q uite  
cons tructive  and le d to a fe w  
w orth w h ile  ch ange s  in our 
de live ry m e th ods  -  W e  m us t 
re m e m be r to w rite  note s  in 
Englis h  for a s tart.

H TML, CSS -  
Rando m Letters?

W e ’ve  be e n conducting 
training in th e  cre ation of 
H TM L page s  s upple m e nte d 
w ith  Cas cading Style  S h e e ts  – 

th e  e as e  of ch anging fonts , 
colours  and pos itioning w as  
an obvious  s ucce s s  w ith  m any 
participants  racing ah e ad to 
give  th e ir h tm l code  a 
com ple te ly individual look .

Gimp Pictures?

A s e cond s e t of training 
cove re d th e  bas ics  of im age  
m anipulation and colour 
 m anage m e nt us ing both  
Ph otos h op Ele m e nts  3 and 
Gim p. H aving Ph otos h op’s  
h e aling tools  in th e  cut- dow n 
ve rs ion is  an obvious  s e lling 
point.

Go ing fo r a So ng

O ur th ird group training 
s e s s ions  cove re d value  for 
m one y s oftw are  and h ardw are  
and include d th e  participants  
ge tting up to th e ir e lbow s  
ins ide  a couple  of de s k top 
PCs . Th e  participants  als o got 
a tas te r of Linux (both  
Knoppix and Sus e ) – a ne w  
ope rating s ys te m  for m os t of 
you. W e  h ande d out a copie s  
of Knoppix – a Linux O S w h ich  
runs  e ntire ly in RAM  dire ctly 
from  CD. De finite ly w orth  a try 

I as k e d Kye  to find a picture  of a bat but 
didn’t s pe cify it w as  to tie  into a 
s pe ll/h allow e e n le ftove r th e m e .



Tw isted (No t Bitter)

W e ’re  s till as  e age r as  e ve r to 
h e ar ne w  s ugge s tions  for 
topics  w e  can h e lp you w ith . 
Re ce nt s ugge s tions  w e ’ve  
be e n inve s tigating for you 
h ave  include d adding 
dow nloadable  audio to 
w e bs ite s , vide o proje ction 
onto s ide s  of buildings , 
com ple x virtual tours  and 
online  com m e rce . By th e  w ay 
w e ’ve  be e n playing w ith  a 
ch e ap and s im ple  rig for 
s h ooting panoram as  and 
w e ’ve  be e n e valuating a m as s  
of fre e  s oftw are  to s im plify th e  
cons truction proce s s  – de tails  
on your favourite  s ite  s oon.

and  not jus t be caus e  it 
include s  th e  love ly (th ank fully 
not a trade m ark e d w ord 
courte s y of Sarah  J.P. jus t 
ye t...) de s k  top publis h ing 
pack age  Scribus .

Publish  &  Be 
Damned

Som e  of you h ave  e ve n 
atte m pte d e diting th e  w e bs ite ! 
If you h ave n’t trie d it ye t don’t 
be  frigh te ne d – if you h ave n’t 
re ce ive d a us e rnam e  and 
pas s w ord from  us  ple as e  
contact us  now  – de tails  on 
th e  las t page .

Clo se Co ntact

Re gis te re d us e rs  can now  
s e arch  for s k ills  th at oth e r 
partne rs  h ave  be e n taugh t as  
de tails  of training unde rgone  
by partne r organis ations  h ave  
be e n adde d to th e  contacts  
lis t. Th is  w ill h ope fully 
e ncourage  dialogue  be tw e e n 
you if you are  s e e k ing 
k now le dge  about s pe cific 
s ubje cts  s h ould th e  proje ct 
office rs  be  unavailable .

Go  W ith  Th e Flo w

If you’re  re ading th is  and 
h ave n’t be gun training ye t, or 
e ve n if you h ave , ple as e  fe e l 
fre e  to contact us  about any 
re late d w ork . W e ’re  h e re  to 
give  advice  on all as pe cts  of 
w ork ing w ith  digital products  
– PCs , s canne rs , vide o/s tills  
cam e ras , audio re cording, and 
s o on. Don’t forge t th e  advice  

doe s n’t ne ce s s arily h ave  to be  
about e q uipm e nt or s oftw are   -
 w e ’re  jus t as  h appy to ans w e r 
q ue rie s  on w ork flow  as  on 
RAM  configuration.

Really H uge New s

Th e  big and w e  m e an re ally 
BIG ne w s  in th is  is s ue  is  our 
(m anaging to affe ct an e xcite d 
Dale  W inton im pre s s ion) 
H UGE CASH  GIVEAW AY...

You re ad corre ctly – w e  are  
giving partne rs  an opportunity 
to apply to us  for proje ct 
funding. From  th e  guide line s , 
“Th e  fund w ill be  able  to 
s upport th e  cre ation and/or 
th e  de live ry of digital 
re s ource s , and any activitie s  
as s ociate d w ith  th e  cre ation 
and/or th e  de live ry of digital 
re s ource s , by individual 
ins titutions  and groups  of 
ins titution th at are  s igne d- up 
partne rs  in th e  Digital 
Re s ource  De ve lopm e nt Te am  
Proje ct.”

Th e  full guide line s  are  
available  in th e  Dow nload 
s e ction of our s ite  w h ich  is  
w h e re  th e  actual application 
form  w ill re s ide  in th e  ve ry, 
ve ry ne ar future .

CAC Cake

Th e  Ch alle nge  Fund w as  
announce d at our s e cond full 
M anage m e nt Com m itte e  
m e e ting. Th is  w as  h e ld on th e  
11th  of Nove m be r at th e  City 
Arts  Ce ntre  in Edinburgh  and 
apart from  le tting e ve ryone  
k now  of th e  progre s s  w e ’ve  
be e n m ak ing w e  als o brough t 
along a s m all pile  of toys  to 
play w ith . Vide o confe re ncing, 
anyone ? Panoram as  of 
Dunbar h arbour. Touch -
s cre e n jigs aw s . Life  s iz e  DVD 
ph oto s lide - s h ow s . Th os e  w h o 
m is s e d it m os t ce rtainly 



m is s e d out (e ve n lunch  
include d a m igh ty fine  
ch ocolate .

To p Site

Th e re  re ally are  q uite  a fe w  to 
ch oos e  from , you k now ... 
H ow e ve r, w e  th ink  you’ll e njoy 
th e  Te ch nical Advios ory 
Se rvice  for Im age s  
(w w w .tas i.ac.uk ) as  m uch  as  
us . It re ally is  s e lf e xplanatory. 
Suck  it and s e e .

Th is Mo nth ’s 
So ftw are Favo urite

Th e re  re ally w as  only one  
convincing conte nde r for th e  
top title  th is  m onth . You’re  
s e e ing th e  re s ults  of it now .

Scribus .
W e  k now  it’s  a Linux 
application (w h ich  can run on 
M acs ) but good grie f is  it 
good. Pow e rful, and a doddle  
to us e  -  cos ting rough ly £ 500 
le s s  th an Page m ak e r, £ 750 
le s s  th an In- De s ign and a 
w h opping £ 1000 le s s  th an m y 
pre vious  favourite  DTP 
Pack age , Quark . It can e ve n 
e xport page  layouts  dire ctly 
as  PDF file s .

h ttp://w w w .s cribus .org.uk
Try it w ith  Knoppix 4 along 
w ith  our pre vious  s oftw are  
favourite s  O pe nO ffice  and 
Gim p.

Don’t h ave  broadband? As k  us  
for a CD -  Knoppix runs  on 
alm os t all Inte l or AM D PCs .

Yo ur Questio ns 
Answ ered:

Just W h at Is A 
Raw  File?

In a nuts h e ll, s om e th ing w orth  
th ink ing about w h e n 
purch as ing and us ing digital 
s tills  cam e ras .

Es s e ntially, w h e n you tak e  an 
ph otograph  a cam e ra’s  ccd 
capture s  a digital im age  from  
an analogue  ligh t s ource . Th is  
is  th e n proce s s e d w ith in th e  
cam e ra us ing ve ry com ple x 
algorith m s  and s ave d as  in a 
file  form at s uch  as  a 
com pre s s e d Jpe g or an 
uncom pre s s e d Tiff.

A Raw  file  is  cre ate d prior to 
th e  in- cam e ra proce s s ing. It 
allow s  full m anual control of 
th e  ph oto (ligh t balance , 
e xpos ure , s h arpe ning, e tc.) 
w ith in a s uitable  im age  
m anipulation pack age . Th is  
can be  ve ry us e ful for 
im portant im age s  be caus e  
alth ough  cam e ras  are  ofte n 
ve ry good at capturing im age s  
th e y can, s om e tim e s , inte rpre t 
im age s  in a diffe re nt w ay th an 
th e y s h ould.

Th is  is  a ve ry in- de pth  topic 
and th e re  are  m any pros  and 
cons  for us ing Raw  file s  ove r 
Tifs  or Jpe gs . M ore  in th e  ne xt 
is s ue  and pe rh aps  on our 
w e bs ite . If you can’t w ait 
ple as e  call.

M ore  inform ation at 
h ttp://ufraw .s ource forge .ne tIt’s  pure ly an anim ation th ing!

Results Fo r Th e 
Digital Ph o bia 

Survey:

1. You’re  all afraid your 
Vam pire  roots  are  be ginning 

to s h ow .

2. You be lie ve  e igh t le gs  to be  
too m any.

3. You th ink  th e re  are  ne ve r 
e nough  buck e ts  of w ate r 

around.

W e ’re  off... burning rubbe r for your am us e m e nt.

“Factor um pte e n s unblock  for e ve ryone !” -  Cath e rine  De ne uve




