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H i all...

W e ’ve  h ad our th re e  days  of 

s um m e r w e ath e r and as  w e ’re  

s o full of vitam in D w e  th ough t 

w e ’d dis tribute  s om e  

h appine s s  to you in ne w s le tte r 

num be r tw o.

Th e  big ne w s  in th is  is s ue  is  

th at w e ’ve  actually s tarte d 

training -  running ve ry 

s ucce s s ful cours e s  in bas ic 

w e b- page  cons truction and in 

im age  m anipulation. M ore  

initial tuition is  planne d for 

e arly Se pte m be r in W e s t 

Loth ian w h ich  m ay e ve n s e e  

s om e  atte nde e s  from  Fife  – 

Ye p, partne rs h ip w ork ing in 

th e  fle s h ! Evide nce  th at th e  

bus ine s s  plan ce rtainly w as  

no pie  in th e  s k y.

Spe ak ing of partne rs h ip 

w ork ing you’ll s oon be  able  to 

s e arch  th e  online  contact lis t 

for s k ills  taugh t, and h ope fully 

le arne d. Th is  lis t is  pas s w ord 

prote cte d and is  only available  

to re gis te re d us e rs  – w h ich , 

le s t w e  forge t, m e ans  you – 

our partne rs . S h ould you ne e d 

advice  on a particular pie ce  of 

digital w izardry and can’t ge t 

h old of th e  proje ct office rs  w e  

e ncourage  you to as k  e ach  

oth e r about topics  you k now  

e ach  oth e r h ave  be e n taugh t. 

Th at s h ould k e e p you all on 

your toe s ! Don’t w orry too 

m uch  th ough  – cours e  w ork  

s h ould appe ar on th e  s ite  

s oon afte r th e  training as  w e ll 

as  de tails  of futh e r re ading.

Th e  num be r of Digital 

Re s ource s  Proje ct partne rs  

continue s  to incre as e . W e ’re  

k e e ping pace , of cours e , and 

w ill ge t round to all of you jus t 

as  s oon as  w e  can. W e ’re  

curre ntly finalis ing proje ct 

w ork  w ith  our W e s t Loth ian 

partne rs , m oving s h ortly afte r 

to Edinburgh  and th e  

re m aining Loth ians , th e re afte r 

th e  Borde rs . 

You s h ould all k now  th e  type  

of training w e  are  offe ring by 

now  but ple as e  contact us  (or 

publis h  your w is h  lis ts  on th e  

s ite ) if you h ave  any s pe cifics  

th at w e  h ave n’t touch e d on. 

W e ’re  as  e age r to le arn w h at 

th e  s e ctor w ants  as  you are  to 

le arn te cniq ue s  th at w ill be  of 

us e  to your organis ation. For 

e xam ple  w e ’ve  jus t re ce ive d a 

re q ue s t to te ach  digital audio 

capture  and e diting to e nable  

th e  us e  of a lis te ning pos t to 

augm e nt a dis play cas e . 

Follow ing a fe w  bas ic 

principle s  on s uch  th ings  as  

fre q ue ncy and bit- rate  th is  is  

ve ry e as y to do.

Ple as e  be ar in in m ind w h at 

your e nd us e r e xpe cts  to s e e  

and w h at w ould be  of e ve n 

m ore  inte re s t to h im  or h e r – 

not jus t on your w e bs ite  but 

w ith in your organis ation or 



e xh ibitions . By now  m os t of 

you s h ould h ave  s e e n th e  be s t 

practice  guide line s  for 

digitis ation proje cts  – an 

e m aile d docum e nt s e nt out 

m id July calle d ’ch e ck lis t.rtf’. (It 

w ill, and m ay e ve n, by th e  tim e  

you re ad th is , be  available  on 

th e  dow nload s e ction of our 

s ite ). Th is  cam e  about from  

re s e arch  com pile d by Dylan 

Edgar from  th e  Scottis h  

M us e um s  Council. M ore  ne w s  

on th e  full publication, 

including a pre s e ntation from  

Dylan s oon...

O ur W ebsite:

W e  k now  th at s om e  of our 

partne rs  h ave  be e n look ing at 

and e ve n trying out th e  

conte nt m anage m e nt s ys te m  

th at our digitalm age s  s ite  is  

bas e d on. By now  you s h ould 

all h ave  us e rnam e  and 

pas s w ords  allow ing re ad/w rite  

acce s s  to th e  s ite  – if not m ail 

us  now ! You can th e n e dit 

e xis ting article s , publis h  ne w  

one s  &  add file s  for  Th e re  is  a 

com pre h e ns ive  H e lp s e ction – 

w e ’d lik e  you to e valuate  it.

Re s ults  on th e  s ite  ple as e .

Results o f mo st 

w anted training 

po ll:

You obvious ly al s pe ll as  

baddly az  m e !

A good num be r of you h ave  

vide os  ne e ding w ork .

M os t of you ne e d 

ace s s s ible  w e bs ite s .

Exe cutive  Com m itte e  m e e tings  

continue  to s te e r th e  proje ct 

in a m e aningful dire ction and 

h e lp us  provide  th e  be s t 

s e rvice . W e  k now  w h e re  w e ’re  

going, k now  h ow  to ge t th e re  

and k now  h ow  to ch e ck  w e ’re  

not h e s itating, de viating or 

re pe ating ours e lve s .

Th is mo nth ’s 

so ftw are favo urite:

It w as  s uch  a clos e  bout las t 

m onth  th at re ally th e  only 

option w e  h ad th is  m onth  w as  

to ce le brate  th e  one  th at los t 

on m arginal points  alone . W e  

k now  you’d all lik e  Ph otos h op 

CS to play w ith . If you’ve  got 

th e  cas h  – or us e d to w ork  for 

Adobe  (w onde r w h ich  of us  

th at w ould be ...?) -  it’s  love ly. In 

th e  re al w orld th ough  you 

w ant th e  your budge ts  to 

re m ain intact.

W e  offe r you TH E GIM P. 

Ve rs ion 2.6.8 fre s h ly re le as e d 

for you on Linux, M ac and 

e ve n W indow s .

W h at’s  m ore  it is  fre e  for any 

us e  you w is h  w ith  a m as s ive , 

alm os t rabidly m ad for it, 

com m unity of advocate s  and 

h e lpe rs .

w w w .gim p.org.

W e ’re  re ally rath e r im pre s s e d.

Yo ur questio ns 

answ ered:

W h at image file 

fo rmat to  use?

Som e  of th e  m ain conte nde rs  

for ge ne ral purpos e s  im age s  

today are  TIF, JPG, GIF and 

PNG.

Th e  TIF(F) file  form at is  be s t 

us e d for arch iving a h igh  

q uality m as te r copy of an 

im age  as  it doe s n’t add 

arte facts  during com pre s s ion. 

You’ll find th e  TIF form at 

com m only us e d in com m e rcial 

printing or profe s s ional 

e nvironm e nts . 

For w e b page s  you’d be  far 

m ore  s e ns ible  to us e  th e  m ore  

com pre s s e d and th e re fore  

fas te r to dow nload JP(E)G, GIF 

or PNG im age  type s . (Eas ily 

conve rte d from  your arch ive d 

TIF.)



O n th e  w e b, JPG is  th e  be s t 

ch oice  (s m alle s t file  s iz e ) for 

ph oto im age s .

GIFs  are  m ore  com m on for 

im age s  w ith  large r e xpans e s  

of uniform  colour. It’s  w orth  

noting th at only GIF and PNG 

file  type s  can contain 

trans pare ncie s . Ple as e  h ave  a 

look  at our q uick  guide  be low .

Th is issue’s 

reco mmended 

w ebsite:

w w w .cs s z e ngarde n.com

Th e  CSS Z e n Garde n is  an 

e xce lle nt (h ope  you’re  

pronouncing it th e  Bill &  Te d 

w ay) place  to vis it for both  

de s ign ins piration and to s e e  

th e  ve rs atility of us ing CSS on-

line . Th e  W e bs ite  Cons is ts  of 

one  H TM L page  and a s e rie s  

Suggested

 file 

fo rmats 

Co mplex 

Images

Simple 

Graph ics

Arch ive 

Quality

TIF or PNG

TIF, PNG or GIF

Smallest 

File Siz e

JPG of h igh  

q uality

TIF w ith  LZ W  

com pre s s ion, 

GIF or PNG

W e ’re  off... burning rubbe r for your am us e m e nt.

It’s  alle ge dly s till s um m e r -  w e  s ugge s t long- joh ns .

of CSS (Cas cading Style  

S h e e ts ) th at can be  alte rnate d 

to vie w  th e  diffe re nt s tyle s  

pe ople  h ave  cre ate d for th e  

s ite .

And Finally...

H o mew o rk fo r 

th o se w ith  

restless fingers.

Som e  of you w ill h ave  

unde rgone  our bas ic training 

in H TM L and CSS. S h ould you 

w is h  to de lve  de e pe r:

w w w .w e s tciv.com /s tyle _ m as te r

/acade m y/cs s _ tutorial

w w w .de zw oz h e re .com /link s .h t

m l

w w w .s trange banana.com /ge ne r

ator.as px

It’s a film 

reference th ing!




