Digital Resource Project

We aim to educate and assist our partner museums in skills necessary to digitise their current and future exhibitions making them available on-line and as other multimedia digital formats.

We will enable them to set up and efficiently maintain their own websites. To this end we propose to offer them various solutions such as training on simple yet effective site design and maintenance using HTML4.01 (the accepted standard language for writing web-pages) and employing Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) to give simple, elegant unified styles to these web pages. This will allow them to produce easily updateable, accessible and cross browser/cross platform compatible sites with a long shelf life. In addition we could offer a number of templates around which sites could be built and updated through an easy to understand interface as well as step-by step work/through tutorials and help files. 

We will offer training on digitising and manipulating existing images for archive use and on-line publishing as well as offering training on the use of digital cameras and associated equipment for capturing images. We could offer assistance with Desk Top Publishing (DTP) packages for producing short run flyers for print and downloadable Portable Document Format (PDF) versions.

We will assess each partner’s current skills and knowledge of relevant software and hardware. All training will be based on the expansion of this skill and knowledge as well as encouraging future research. We will try to minimise costs to the partner throughout these exercises by suggesting free and/or minimal expense software and hardware solutions for completing these tasks and use existing equipment wherever possible.

We suggest the partner may want their site content to include location and accessibility information, opening time and contact details, as well as a mission statement, history of the building/collection and details of the current exhibition. We envisage the partner wanting some of this information to be in printable and/or a downloadable PDF format. The partner may also want to advertise visitor services such as café, shop and ticket information as well as the opportunity to buy products on-line using services such as WorldPay. They may also want a bulletin board containing updates on their exhibition, site or special events.

Other features a partner may want could include: PDF downloads of site maps and Scottish/World timelines for their exhibitions as well as links to similarly dated exhibits and documentation; an Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) page; links to further information providers; a suggestions box/questionnaire on the museum/site; online search facility for the site; alternative language settings and information about exhibits in storage rather than on display. We could also offer the partner CD/DVD versions of their publications offering some interactivity or low cost DVD slideshow displays incorporated into their exhibitions.

Other features we hope to offer will include simple online Q+A games, printable games e.g. word searches, activity sheets and teacher/curriculum oriented information packs. Additionally, we may be able to offer online (Flash/JavaScript) games through student placement. We could also offer simple animations to further describe certain exhibits, viewable video and audio clips, virtual tours, panoramas and demonstrations of video conferencing using simple web-cams.

For touring exhibition we will assist in maintaining best practice in accessibility such as pressure-pad/IR activated exhibits. We may suggest standalone DVD presentations (perhaps incorporating subtitled or signed footage), touch-screen exhibits and make suggestions for additional digital resources such as PCs linked to multiple displays as part, or expansion, of the exhibition.

